
Membership and Benefits
AAPRCO’s mission is to promote the ownership, safe 
operation and enjoyment of the private passenger railcar.

The AAPRCO Board of Directors and officers work to 
maintain and improve relationships with the railroads, 
ensure safety of private railroad cars and provide members 
with special benefits.

Membership benefits include:

•	Ability to ride on special trains that often travel over 
rail that has not seen passenger traffic in decades. These 
trips cover some rare mileage and scenic vistas for riders 
and provide owners an opportunity for revenue 
producing excursions.  

•	Access to the “members only” section of our website. 
That section lists contact information on all AAPRCO 
members. It also includes up-to-date information on 
private car operation, facilities, mechanical information, 
the latest safety issues and information on Amtrak. The 
Information Board allows members to exchange ideas 
and information. 

•	Private Varnish, the organization’s magazine. This full 
color quarterly provides members with interesting articles 
and photographs about private cars and their travels, 
owners, acquisition, and maintenance. The annual 
Charter Guide, delivers complete information on cars 
available for charter. 

•	The monthly electronic newsletter, PV News Briefs. 
This update includes information on AAPRCO events 
and the latest Amtrak and freight railroad issues. Special 
e-mail updates are also sent periodically.

Charter a Private Car
Private cars provide a luxurious travel 
experience for special occasions, 
corporate meetings, family vacations 
and group reunions. 

Most frequently private cars travel 
on regularly scheduled Amtrak trains, 
but can also travel off the beaten 
path. 

There are a wide variety of cars 
ranging from domes and lounges 
to round end observation and 
sleeper cars. 

Cars available for charter are listed 
on the AAPRCO website at 
www.aaprco.com.  

Those interested in chartering a car 
can contact the owner for pricing 
and available destinations. 
Excursions offered by our members 
are also listed on our website.
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or call Borden Black
Executive Director

706-326-6262

Luxury train travel conjures up images of a 
bygone era, when travelers brought their butlers 
on board. Long-distance travel by rail is hardly 
the necessity it was back then, but the romance 
remains. Trains can carve through wilderness 
that's hard or impossible to access otherwise. 

- Eleanor and Owen Hardy 
of the Society of International Railway Travelers
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We have always seemed to have a love affair with 
trains. Not only did the railroads build America, they 
took travelers through their country rather than above 
it. 

The railroad passenger car represents a more relaxed 
and civilized time and the private car is the epitome 
of the elegance and grace of a bygone era. 

Those days can be recreated through travel on a PV 
(Private Varnish.) Men and women across the country 
have salvaged these magnificent pieces of history 
from the scrap yards and brought them back to life.

History 
AAPRCO was formed as a national trade organization 
in 1977 as a not-for-profit corporation. By March  of 
1978 there were 54 active and associate members. 

Membership now stands 
at around 600. Three cars 
traveled to Chicago for 
the first convention in 
1978. That has increased 
annually and now as many 
as 40 cars join a special 
train to the convention 
site. More on these trips 
is available at aaprco.com
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